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Mr. Speaker, as you know, I spent 3 

days last week in Iraq as part of a Con-
gressional delegation. I ate lunch and 
supper with our soldiers in Bagdad on 
Friday. Sunday morning I attended a 
worship service with our soldiers in 
Kirkuk. That day, I had lunch with our 
soldiers in Kirkuk and supper with our 
soldiers in Tikrit. 

They slept on cots. They used port-a-
johns, but their spirits were high and 
their dedication undimmed. 

Our delegation stopped briefly in 
Germany on the way home. We visited 
soldiers at a military hospital in 
Landstuhl. Our military escorts told us 
what to expect. Regardless of the pain 
they were in, regardless of how their 
lives would be changed by their inju-
ries, the patients we had talked to were 
soldiers, and when they spoke with us, 
they would soldier up. 

I spoke with men who had grievous 
injuries. I heard not one word of com-
plaint. I visited several of the soldiers 
who were on the Chinook helicopter 
that was shot down Sunday near 
Falujah. The medical personnel told us 
that it would help to encourage them 
to talk about what had happened. I will 
spare you the details of the injuries 
they suffered and that they saw their 
buddies suffer. 

The gentleman from Hawaii (Mr. 
CASE) and I asked them what message 
they would have us deliver, what they 
wanted us to tell the folks back home. 
They said to tell folks back home to 
support our soldiers when they got 
home. And one told me to tell the sol-
diers in his unit that he loved them. 

Another young man was wounded 
when his convoy was ambushed. They 
were ambushed with rocket-propelled 
grenades and small arms fire. A gre-
nade landed near him and caused a 
traumatic amputation of his arm. A 
buddy applied a tourniquet and two of 
his buddies commandeered an Iraqi 
truck and evacuated him from the fire 
fight. 

In the truck he said two prayers. The 
first is that he would live to be a fa-
ther, that he would help his children 
with their homework, that he would 
take them to ball games, that he would 
watch them grow up. The second pray-
er was that the eight soldiers who re-
mained behind would survive. And they 
all did. The young man had lost his 
arm, but he was grateful that the Lord 
had answered his prayers. 

My visit to our soldiers in Iraq and in 
the hospital in Landstuhl reminded me 
of the duty our men and women in uni-
form feel in defending our Nation and 
of the sacrifices they are making in an-
swering that call. 

The benefits our Nation provides, our 
Nation’s veterans are well-earned. 
They are the least we can do for those 
who defended our freedom at the risk 
of their lives. 

Mr. Speaker, as a Member of Con-
gress, I will do all that I can to honor 
our Nation’s debt to those men and 
women.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. MCCOTTER) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MCCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
for the purpose of entering into the 
RECORD how I would have voted on 
issues before the House that I was un-
able to vote on on Wednesday, October 
29 and on Thursday, October 30. 

On rollcall No. 579, I was the sponsor 
of the resolution and would have voted 
yes. On rollcall No. 578, I was a cospon-
sor of the bill and would have voted 
yes. 

On Thursday, October 30, on rollcall 
No. 580, I would have voted no. On roll-
call No. 581, I would have vote yes. On 
rollcall No. 584, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall No. 585, I would have voted 
no. On rollcall No. 586, I would have 
voted yes. On roll 588, I would have 
voted no. 

On rollcall 589, I would have voted 
no. On rollcall No. 590, I would have 
voted no. And on rollcall No. 594, I 
would have voted no. 

On substantive votes, on rollcall No. 
582, I would have voted yes. On rollcall 
583, I would have voted yes. On rollcall 
587, I would have voted yes. On rollcall 
No. 591, I would have voted no. On roll 
592, I would have voted yes. 

On rollcall No. 593, I have would have 
voted yes. On rollcall No. 595, I would 
have voted yes. On rollcall No. 596, I 
would have voted yes. On rollcall No. 
597, I would have voted yes. On rollcall 
No. 598, I would have voted no. On roll-
call No. 599, I would have voted no. On 
roll No. 601, I would have voted yes. On 
roll No. 600, I would have voted no. 

The purpose for my inability to vote 
on these issues is, as the gentleman 
from North Carolina (Mr. MILLER) 
pointed out, there was a Congressional 
delegation that went to Iraq to visit 
with our troops and to inspect recon-
struction and also to stop and visit our 
troops in the hospital at Landstuhl. 

While this business in front of our 
House was extremely important, I be-
lieve that nothing was more important 
for showing our support for the troops 
and inspecting the conditions under 
which they must exist and survive. 

In fact, I would just like to say that 
no matter how important this business 
was, nothing to me last week was more 
important that visiting with the troops 
at Landstuhl and to hear one of our 
fallen soldiers who had been in the Chi-
nook say that he had gone through the 
most traumatic experience of his life 
and would not wish it upon his worst 
enemy. For in that moment he proved 
to me and all the world not only the 
bravery and courage of the American 
men and women in uniform, but their 
compassion as well.

f 

MAKE VETERANS A PRIORITY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. RYAN) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 
today I would like to join several of my 
colleagues who have already spoken to-
night, including the gentleman from 
the great State of Ohio (Mr. STRICK-
LAND), and join him in talking about 
the plight of veterans in our country. 

As Veterans Day is coming up next 
week, I thought it would be an oppor-
tune time to talk for a few minutes 
about what is going on in this country 
with our veterans. 

We have Veterans Day, but really 
every day should be Veterans Day, but 
we designate a specific day as we do 
Christmas and birthdays to remind us 
as we go throughout the year that we 
have to continue the fight for our vet-
erans. Unfortunately, the servicemen 
and women and veterans today are 
fighting on two fronts. They are fight-
ing on the front in the Middle East 
and, unfortunately, they are fighting 
on the front back at home. 

Back at home the veterans are not 
having too much success, and I would 
like to use one example of concurrent 
receipt. And for those people watching 
tonight who do not know what concur-
rent receipt is, it is basically a disabled 
veterans tax. If a disabled veteran gets 
a retirement from the military, not the 
disability benefits but a retirement pay 
check, the Federal Government will de-
duct from your disability benefits and 
you will only receive your military re-
tirement. Some vets are losing 18, 20, 
$25,000. You steal the benefits from 
their retirement, and you supposedly 
substitute that from what they should 
be receiving for their disability. So 
these are people who got hurt, who 
have earned in many ways the benefits 
that they are getting, but now they are 
not receiving them. 

So someone came up with a plan. And 
what they are going to do is they are 
going to phase out this disabled vet-
erans tax over the next 10 years. So 
someone who fought in World War II, 
in the 1940s and may be 80, 81 years old 
today, this plan says that you will not 
get your full disability for 10 years. So 
we are asking veterans who are 81 
years old, actually, we are telling 
them, that they will not be able to re-
ceive their benefits until they are 91 
years old. Talk about an outrage. Talk 
about an outrage. 

The American Legion National Com-
mander said, It is a matter of priorities 
in Washington, D.C. Four hundred thir-
ty five thousand military retirees alto-
gether, 135,000 disabled retirees will not 
qualify for full relief until 2014. Good 
luck. 

In Ohio, my home State, full concur-
rent receipt would benefit if they did it 
right. If we paid the bill, if we paid 
these disabled veterans what we owe 
them, it would benefit 9,617 disabled 
vets. 

Under the Republican plan, only 2,249 
will be receiving the benefits, which 
leaves 7,368 disabled vets in the great 
State of Ohio left out in the cold. 

Now, as the American Legion Com-
mander said, Washington, D.C. is about 
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